The Bank of Time

Growth from Idleness

http://www.theBankofTime.com
“The Bank of Time” is a free screensaver which saves your idle time and visualises

it by growing plants. Users can visit the Idle Growth Tables on the web site where

their idle time is displayed and compare its growth to that of other users from all over the world. As more people save with The Bank of Time they will soon be able to learn whose computers have been the most idle and which organisations have been slacking. It will create an economy of lost time.
As the computer has become a more and more integral part of work and leisure it has introduced ways of regulating previously informal activities. This is designed to maximise engagement and production even when it does not lead to any actually useful result (like "customising" your desktop). The screensaver gave the first indication of how the computer can also structure periods of inactivity or absence through creating purposes such as the "saving" of your screen. This screensaver creates an economy of these irrational moments of time and non purpose.

The time that is saved is used to grow one of a number of plant stocks on the desktop using time lapse photography. The screensaver uploads this time over the internet to its web site database and updates the desktop as the time grows. The plant will grow from seedling to maturity, bloom and then wither and die. In this way the passage of time will be marked using classically allegorical motifs which are still very common in financial services today – the “growth” of investments, reaching “maturity” and the perception of the international money markets as being some kind of unpredictable natural phenomenon like the weather. It is an internet vanitas project.

On the web site visitors can see who has been running their screensavers for longest. Once users have amassed enough time the screensaver will download a new plant stock as a dividend. Some people might try to "cheat" by leaving their computers running overnight in order to increase their savings, effectively converting wasted time into useful time. In this way people will soon be hard at work wasting as much time as possible.

When a user has finally grown all the available plant stocks their achievement will be noted on the web site with a memorial inscription and their final recorded time. After this point the screensaver will continue to run and digital rain will continue to fall but the screen will display images indicating that time has “run out” for this user and displaying quotations on the theme of transience. In this way the “Bank of Time” will finally become a garden of remembrance.
“The Bank of Time” screensaver is available for both Mac and Windows 9x/NT computers and is compatible with practically any computer that has an internet connection. It can be downloaded free from “The Bank of Time” web site and full installation instructions are included.

Turning Dead Time into Natural History
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